
Moody’s Mega Math (M3) Challenge is a national contest that demonstrates to high school juniors and seniors how 
the math skills that they’ve learned in school  apply to other subject areas and to their lives. Teams of students spend 
14 hours using the mathematical modeling process to come up with their best solution to an advanced problem. 
Upon submission, solution papers are judged and students become eligible to win part of $150,000 in college 
scholarship money—there are 90 team prizes ranging from $20,000 to $1,000. Free resources are offered to prepare 
teams for success.

This year more than 1,100 teams comprised of 5,100+ students worked over Challenge weekend (February 24-27) on 
a problem that asked them to use mathematical modeling to provide the US National Park Service with insight 
about the risks and effects of climate-related events. 

Five Moody’s employees served as judges, chosen from more than 40 who volunteered: 

Tanya Roosta, Associate Director, ERS, Moody’s Analytics – San Francisco, US
Christopher Bergman, Associate Analyst 1, SFG, Moody’s Investors Service – New York, US
Pieris Christofi, ERS Services Graduate, ERS, Moody’s Analytics – London, UK
Michael Armstrong, Associate Analyst 2, PPIF, Moody’s Investors Service – Chicago, US
Shengchao Xiong, Associate Software Engineer, ERS, Moody’s Analytics – Shenzhen, China

YOU ARE INVITED… 

On Monday, April 24, 2017, the six finalist teams—those whose papers received the highest scores through three 
rounds of judging—will be at Moody’s corporate offices on the 20th floor of 7 World Trade Center to present their 
solutions to a panel of professional mathematicians. You are invited to watch the teams’ presentations from 9:00 AM 
until 10:15 AM, with team start times of 9:00, 9:25, and 9:50. 

From 2:00–2:30 PM there will be a networking opportunity with student teams and their teacher-coaches (see below 
for possible talking points). And from 2:30–3:00 PM the Awards Ceremony and photos will take place.

You can view complete information about M3 Challenge, its archives, news releases, participating schools, and free 
resources for students and teachers at m3challenge.siam.org.

Talking Points with Students:

• What about your submission do you think distinguished it from others?
• Tell me about the 2017 Challenge problem.
• What was the most interesting thing you learned working on the Challenge?
• Tell me about your Challenge experience.
• Why did you participate?
• Do you envision being able to use math modeling skills in your future endeavors?
• What do you know about the work we do at Moody’s?
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